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INCUNABULA.* 


LIEUT.-COL. McCULLOCH, Jr., 
Librarian, Surgeon General’s Office, 
Washington, 


all the inventions which the human mind has devised, none 
has been beneficial and far reaching its effect the advance 
civilization the discovery the art printing. has added, 
the art has beautifully said, our eyes third 
eye which enables look into the greatest distances, our ears 
another ear which permits hear the prophecies the past, the 
voice the present, and the whispering the future, and has given 
another mouth speak, regardless distance, over land and sea. 

But great technical inventions not come into existence 
genial products the moment; the contrary, long and rough the 
road which leads the end view. This evidently the case 
regard the invention printing. What then, technically, the 
art printing? typographical process which books can 
produced and multiplied the use single movable types. The 
first and primitive form printing was done stamping words 
pictures from wooden blocks single sheets, they 
are generally called. The second step consisted the putting 
together several sheets which were printed from blocks 
wood; call such books And the last and crown- 
ing result the efforts the creative human mind this connection 
was the invention movable single types. For this, perhaps the 
greatest invention ever made, and one those accomplishments which 
make the inventor the greatest benefactor mankind, are indebted 
Johann Gutenberg Mainz. Unfortunately, great invention 
ever made without the attempt belittle the achievement, 
contest the merits the inventor, deny the inventor his share 
the rewards, least the reputation which sooner later results 
from it. Gutenberg was exception this rule. Especially 
whom Karl Dziatzko called the most obstinate and best 
equipped his adversaries hartnackigste und geriistete seiner 


*Read the meeting the Medical Library Association, University Club, Washington, D.C., 
May 10, 1915. 

tFalkenstein, Geschichte der Buchdruckerkunst ihrer Entstehung und Ausbildung, 
B.G. Teubner, 1840. 

Gutenberg: Was the inventor printing; historical investigation em- 
bodying criticism Dr. Von der Linde’s London, Quaritch, 1882. 
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Gegner’’), denied that Gutenberg ever printed book and his 
connection with the invention printing the fiction.’’* 
enter into the merits this controversy does not come within the 
scope this paper, whose object not deal with the history 
printing, interesting that subject undoubtedly is, but treat briefly 
from the standpoint the bibliographer, the productions the 
early presses. 

These earliest printed books are called Latin 
neuter plural signifying ‘‘swaddling-clothes,’’ ‘‘cradle’’ and used 
the sense the beginnings thing, and, convention among 
bibliographers, very generally limited cover the period from the 
beginning printing with movable types until the year 1500 inclusive. 
few authorities have somewhat extended this time, but just 
stated, the date 1500 almost universally taken the later 
limit. There special reason for assuming this particular date, 
except for the convenience dealing with round numbers. ‘Toward 
the end the period there was, indeed, great development the 
work the production books, especially such centers Venice 
and Paris. Osler notes that the year 1480 (some years after the 
invention printing) the art was practised 111 places and some 
350 printers had been engaged the work. makes this con- 
nection the very interesting point that inventions practical utility 
(such e.g., printing and Jenner’s discovery vaccination) progress 
quite rapidly while those more purely intellectual bearing (such 
Harvey’s discovery the circulation the blood) usually require 
generations propagandism. The use the term ‘‘incunabula’’ 
first appears, the way, the catalogue (Amsterdam, 1688) the 
learned bookseller Cornelius Germans generally 
use instead the expression 

One occasionally meets with the statement, which has been 
expressed even librarians some standing, that incunabula are 
indeed useless and valueless books and entirely obsolete now. Osler 
says that there were medical discoveries first rank the fifteenth 
century—as instance how little has really survived this and 
the earlier ages, states that Celsus ‘‘the only classical medical 
writer survive the examination room’’ and this more from his 
observations and common sense’’ than from any inherent 
scientific value his work —that the wide diffusion knowledge due 
printing first did little revive medicine, which was still 


*Hessels, The Gutenberg fiction; critical examination the documents relating 
Gutenberg. showing that was not the inventor printing. London, 1912. 

tCornelius Beughem. sive catalogus librorum scriptorum 
proximis inventione typograrhiae annis usque MD. Amstelodami, Wolters, 1688. 


dominated Avicenna and the Arabian School—that was indeed 
about two generations later that the Greek influence began make 
itself felt. true that some the incunabula, perhaps most 
them, have not any intrinsic value themselves, with reference 
their contents, but the other hand, each them not only 
valuable addition the history printing, but also important 
contribution the advance civilization. For instance, the Brevia- 
rum Herbipolense, printed George Reyser Wurtzburg about the 
year 1480, may not great intrinsic value, but the first book 
printed Wurtzburg and the first book issued Germany with 
engraving, is, effect, exceedingly important contribution 
the history printing and art. The most important result doubt 
was the preservation the mediaeval literature then remaining alive, 
well the printing the Latin classics and the Greek originals. 
Pollard enumerates, besides the contents themselves, their appeal 
the mind, the following points interest the book collector 
(though why apologize for books when many collect postage 
stamps?): the appeal the eye afforded binding, illustrations, 
the condition preservation and the perfection the print; the 
appeal the imagination e.g., the association with some famous 
person event, other words, the history the copy; also the 
rarity the book the sense the difficulty and cost procuring 
it. the latter connection, some one has curiously said, and 
perhaps with some element truth, that the ultimate rarity book 
varies inversely the number copies originally printed. 

The incunabula are considered bibliographers class 
themselves, not only account their rarity but also account 
the special bibliographical treatment necessary cataloguing them. 
The study incunabula has always offered great attraction 
bibliographers, but not easy task, even for the specialist along 
these lines, its successful prosecution requires not only the highest 
library training but also great bibliographical skill and knowledge 
languages, especially mediaeval Latin, and, addition, competent 
acquaintance with the history and the details the technical 
processes printing. 

The literature the incunabula now not small and many 
catalogues them have been issued, also guides and instructions for 
their cataloguing. make you most easily acquainted with the best 
and most instructive these catalogues and guides the especial 
object this paper. 

the best introduction the study incunabula, and one 
which student the subject should omit, would mention Michael 


typographici artis inventae origine annum 
MD, which was issued the Hague, Amsterdam and London, 1719- 
1741, five volumes, which there was added supplement, 
Michael Denis, published Vienna. While the next authority 
whom will mention has somewhat superseded the strict bibliographical 
part Maittaire’s work, the latter’s chief merit rests the informa- 
tion that gives concerning the early printers and publishers, and 
upon his original studies the history printing and allied subjects. 

Next order comes Panzer’s typographici artis 
inventae origine annum post Mattaire, Denisii aliorumque curas, 
Nuremberg, 1793-1803. great work, together with Hain’s 
Repertorium, which will describe next, forms, one may say, almost 
the alpha and omega the study incunabula. gives all printed 
books 1536, with the exception those printed German, 
which Panzer has made the subject special publication. The first 
three volumes give the titles all books printed 1500 inclusive, 
arranged alphabetical order, according the place printing; 
volume gives the books with dates chronological order, but with- 
out mention the place printing, and then all books printed 
with date and place, arranged alphabetically according the names 
the authors; volume contains three registers, one general index 
the preceding four volumes, the second being index the 
places where the books were printed, and the last index the 
printers. Volumes contain all the dated and undated books 
printed between 1501-1536, and volumes and contain three 
indexes arranged volume also supplement the whole 
work. ‘The author’s erudition, industry and remarkable patience, 
well the great value the work itself, which such great biblio- 
grapher Ebert calls immortal, cannot overestimated. 

The other great work which present, together with Panzer’s 
Annales, quite indispensable for the study the early printed 
books, and especially for the cataloguer, Ludwig Hain's 
bibliographicum, quo libri omnes arte typographica inventa usque 
annum MD, four volumes, Stuttgart, 1826-1838. work 
enumerates 16,299 incunabula, per cent. which Hain had seen 
himself. These latter are bibliographically described full and 
marked with asterisk, while those which Hain had not seen him- 
self have only short entry and are printed without asterisk before 
the number. This work arranged alphabetically according 
authors. Unfortunately Hain did not live see the completion 
his great work, and somewhat imperfect toward the end. 


Hain was the first bibliographer who devised special method 
for cataloguing incunabula, and his entries are models biblio- 
graphical description which have stood more less the test time. 
With Copinger’s Supplement Hain’s Repertorium shall deal briefly 
little later on. After the publication work, the study 
incunabula practically rested for about half-century. revival 
began England with Henry Bradshaw, which culminated 
Robert Proctor’s Index the early printed books the British 
Museum; also France with Leopold Deslisle, followed the 
admirable work Mademoiselle Pellechet, which her untimely 
death has suffered much delay its progress towards ultimate 
completion; and last, but not least, Germany, where new impetus 
was given the movement the celebration 1900 the fifth 
centennial Gutenberg’s birthday. 

have already mentioned that Hain over 16,000 
incunabula his Repertorium published 1826-1838. Since then 
many incunabula, some not seen Hain and therefore not adequately 
described his Repertorium, and some entirely unknown him, 
have gradually come light and have inspired the idea grouping 
them together according the countries where they are preserved; 
effect, this work would serve supplement appendix Hain. 
Thus originated Mademoiselle Pellechet’s général des incun- 
ables des publiques France, Paris, 1896-1909, which 
date only three volumes have been issued. Also Proctor’s 
the early printed books the British Museum, four parts, London, 
1898-1904, followed 1908 the Catalogue books printed the 
15th Century, now the British Museum, which date the first 
three volumes have been published, dealing with the issues from the 
presses Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Proctor’s work gives 
the towns chronologically according the date the introduction 
printing, and printers chronologically under the towns. gives 
about 10,000 titles. 

Germany, have mentioned, the fifth centennial Guten- 
berg’s birthday originated fresh impetus the study incunabula 
and gave birth great undertaking which will the final word, 
may say, their cataloguing; this the fir den 
Gesamt-Katalog der Wiegendrucke, appointed the Prussian Govern- 
ment, the aims which were set forth Sir William Osler 
the meeting this Association 1913. have seen that 
since the publication the last volume Hain’s 
issued 1838, large number incunabula have gradually 
turned up. This caused Copinger issue two parts 


(published three volumes, London, 1895-1902) Supplement 
Repertorium. the first part, described incunabula 
which Hain had not given correctly completely, while the second 
part was able add 6,619 which had been unknown Hain. 
The last part Copinger’s book contains Burger’s and 
Publishers the 15th Century with lists their index the 
are here arranged alphabetically; the works chronogically under them, 
there printer named, under the Latin name the town. 
But even Copinger’s Supplement Hain was not complete, seen 
Repertorium bibliographicum, additiones emendationes, eight volumes, 
Munich, 1905-1914. latter authority was able add 1,921 
incunabula not mentioned Hain and Copinger. ‘These additions 
published Copinger, Reichling, Pellechet, Proctor, the British 
neéderlandaise The Hague, 1874-1890, and numerous 
local catalogues incunabula issued different libraries, led the 
idea issuing new catalogue all known incunabula, 
work the object the Prussian fur den Gesamt-Katalog 
der Wiegendrucke. furtherance this purpose, number 
bibliographical experts were selected visit the different European 
countries and ascertain the number incunabula their respective 
libraries and examine them. happened that two countries the 
results were less satisfactory than the others, i.e., Spain and 
England. Spain, especially those libraries which belong the 
Church and are installed monasteries, the librarians were very 
reluctant give access them, while England, where many 
collections are owned private collectors, was difficult obtain 
access some them. Nevertheless, the Commission which has 
patiently worked for years this great project, 
finished its labors, has collected and assorted all the material, and 
the European war does not interfere, the publication the first 
volume may expected next year. specimen the Gesamt- 
Katalog has already been Reperto- 
rium bibliographium und seinen Fortsetzungen, als Probe der Gesamt- 
Katalog der Wiegendrucke, Leipzig, 1910. 

The incunabula found libraries and private collections 
the United States will also included the Gesamt-Katalog. 
Several years ago, the Bibliographical Society America intended 
issue special publication catalogue all the incunabula 
found here. When the plan the German Commission was 


announced the impracticability such catalogue was realized and 
the plan was revised. was decided publish only list with short 
entries and catalogue full only those incunabula which for one 
reason another, are unique. list was actually completed, but 
the expense involved, prevented its publication. was therefore 
decided send the list the Prussian Commission, which will incor- 
corporate its work. 

Another undertaking which will doubt prove great value, 
saves much time for the cataloguer, Peddie’s 
index-catalogue 15th Century books, with 
references Repertorium, Copinger’s Supplement, Proctor’s 
Index, Pellechet’s Catalogue, Campbell’s Annals, and other biblio- 
graphies, London, 1910, and following. the present time only 
two volumes this Conspectus have been issued, volume A-B, and 
volume II; C-G. Each volume corresponds the respective volume 
Hain and notes the bibliographies where each the incunabula 
described mentioned. 

This probably the best place say few words the num- 
ber incunabula existence. have already mentioned the number 
given Hain 16,299, which add Copinger’s 6,619 and 
Reichling’s 1,921. This gives 24,839. must allow, course, 
for few duplications and the inclusion some undated books that 
possibly belong the 16th Century. But conclude from the 
preliminary reports the German Commission that this number will 
exceeded. taking the inventories incunabula the German 
libraries, especially the church and college libraries located the 
towns lesser importance, many incunabula were discovered which 
showed that printing Germany was practised much more than has 
heretofore been imagined. While premature give any exact 
figures before the Gesamt-Katalog published, one would probably 
not much mistaken giving the number incunabulain existence 
the neighborhood 28,000. Pollard estimates them some 
30,000. Doubtless most the important works have survived, the 
ephemeral literature having been largely lost, also most the 
broadsides and single sheets. doubt, even after the publication 
the Gesamt-Katalog, incunabula will come light which have not 
been known before. Pollard thinks that the total output the 
fifteenth century presses was about 40,000 editions with perhaps 500 
copies the edition. (The early editions were not large owing 
the small demand and the soft metal then used for type.) This 
gives about 20,000,000 the total issue for that period. Most 
these are Italian and German, good many French and Dutch, and 


few from Switzerland, Spain and Portugal. About 400 editions were 
printed England and one fourth these Caxton; about half 
them have been preserved. The place production was largely 
affected the contemporaneous trade routes, notable instance being 
afforded the export trade Venice. One reason for the compara- 
tively small output England was special statute Richard III 
which allowed the importation these books into that country. 
Pollard says, the other hand was not commercially possible 
for scholarly press worked England, and that man 
means was ready finance one, tells its own The principal 
collections incunabula are the Bibliothéque Nationale Paris, 
the Royal Library Munich, and the British Museum, more than 
9,000 volumes each. 

Another important contribution the history printing 
afforded the which are properly 
part the incunabula and the study which has just commenced. 
Only few libraries have included them their catalogues. 
seemed, therefore, advisable the German Commission that the 
blattdrucke published separate volume. are aware, 
course, that this publication not exhaustive, but the first 
systematic inventory this material, important the history 
printing, and the enterprise, indeed, merits the highest praise. The 
hunderts, ein bibliographisches Verzeichnis herausgegeben von der Kom- 
mission fiir den der Wiegendrucke, Halle, 1914. 

far have dealt with the incunabula from the standpoint 
the bibliographer. The other side the question deals with the 
technique cataloguing them. The difficulties which the cataloguer 
encounters are manifold. While, cataloguing books printed after 
1500 (of course, there are some exceptions the rule), the cataloguer 
guided the title page, the earlier books, even when printed with 
title, have title-page, the modern sense the word. The 
modern title-page, you know, gives all the information needed, 
i.e., the author’s name, the publisher, the place publication and 
the date. the early printed books, the other hand, when such 
facts are given all, they are given the end the book, what 
technically known the colophon, and even then the data are 
quite often not all complete. Sometimes the author’s name appears 
the colophon, sometimes the preface the index the 
text the book, and sometimes not all. And double the 
difficulty many books not give any indications the author, nor 
they give the printer’s name, the place printing the date, 


perhaps they give only the place and date. the cataloguer 
must consult such bibliographies give the desired information. For 
this purpose work present more indispensable than Hain’s 
Repertorium and, when completed, Both these, 
course, will practically superseded the future completion 
the Prussian Gesamt-Katalog. 

cataloguing incunabula the following rules must observed: 
First; give the author and the title (or the author’s name not 
known, the title alone); then the place publication, the printer’s 
name, the date and the size. the place the printer the date 
not given, one uses, Hain, the Latin abbreviations (sine 
loco), s.n. (sine nomine), s.d. (sine dato). then copies exactly 
and literally, including the abbreviations used, the first lines the 
first leaf, marking the end each line upright stroke [/]. 
also gives the same sort bibliographical description one the 
next pages, usually either the beginning the register the text, 
and exact copy the colophon, also marking the end each line 
with upright stroke. Also the number leaves, the signatures 
(when given), the number lines the page, the type, and finally 
the binding. the copy illuminated, the initial capitals 
each chapter are rubricated have colored initial strokes, these are 
exactly described, and finally there added the number Hain, 
Proctor, such other catalogues which the copy first described. 
each these early printed books history its own, treated 
individually. this end the most minute collation each copy 
necessary, including the blank leaves. Some bibliographers not 
count the blank leaves the end the book, and some not even 
those which begin the book. the signatures the book are given, 
easy ascertain whether the blank leaves form part of.the book 
not; the book printed without signatures, sometimes the paper 
the watermark the same will serve guide. The 
study these latter often very important, when, for instance, 
the printer’s name not given, nor even the place printing, these 
can sometimes determined the watermark. literature 
these watermarks, shown the incunabula printed certain 
countries not small. worthy note this connec- 
tion that identifications made through the aid watermarks must 
very carefully done owing the considerable practice sending the 
paper used printing from one place another. The same 
importance, and even much higher degree, must attached 
the study types. Without such systematic study would have 
been impossible, when neither the name was given, nor the 


date, settle the question who printed the book, when, 
approximately, was published. The first who called attention 
this study, indispensable for the determination many the un- 
dated incunabula, was Henry Bradshaw, the late librarian the 
Library the University Cambridge. His admirable paper 
classified tndex the fifteenth century books the Meyer Collection, 
sold Ghent, November, 1869,’’ published April, 1870,* marks the 
beginning the scientific study incunabula England, and should 
read every bibliographer who wishes take this subject. 
cannot refrain from quoting the following sentences from his paper: 
method arranging these early books under the countries, 
towns and presses which they were produced the only one which 
can really advance our knowledge the subject. This compara- 
tively easy with dated books, though there safeguard against 
the misleading nature erroneous date. But the study little 
use unless the bibliographer will content make suchan accurate 
and methodical study the types used and habits printing 
observable different presses, enable him observe and 
guided these characteristics settling the date book which 
bears date the surface. not want the dictum 
any bibliographer however experienced; desire that the types 
and habits each printer should made special subject study, 
and those points brought forward which shew changes 
from year year, or, where practicable, from month month. 
this done, have say any dateless falsely dated 
book that contains such and such characteristics, and therefore 
place such point time, the time name being merely 
another expression for the characteristics notice the book. 
fact each press must looked upon genus, and each book 
species, and our business trace the more less close connexion 
the different members the family according the characters 
which they present our observation. The study palaeotypo- 
graphy has been hitherto mainly sucha matter, that people 
have shrunk from going into such details, though when once studied 
most subjects.’’ 


The natural history method was strictly followed Robert 
Proctor his the carly printed books the British Museum, 
which was helpful the identification many the incunabula. 
This gave Prof. Dr. Conrad Haebler, the Royal Library 
Berlin, the idea enlarging the scope this kind research, and 
the fruit his unremitting labor, published his 
der Wiegendrucke, three parts four volumes, Halle and Leipzig, 
1905-1910. work will always remain monumentum aere peren- 


*Published Memorandum, No. Cambridge, and reprinted in: Collected 
papers Henry Bradshaw. Cambridge. University Press, 1889. 


nius this author and perhaps not too much state that 
forms the new foundation for the study incunabula. Mr. 
Pollard has begun the publication catalogue the fifteenth cen- 
tury books now the British Museum. will include facsimiles 
all the types. For facsimiles, also have Burger’s Collection 
German and Italian Types, Dunn’s photographs early types, 
the work the Type Facsimile Society (Oxford) and that the 
Gesellschaft Typenkunde des 15. Jahrhunderts (Leipzig); and valu- 
able works for single countries Holtrop for the Low Countries, 
Thierry-Poux and Claudin for France, Haebler for Spain and Portugal, 
and Gordon Duff for the early English printing. work these 
detectives,’’ they have been called, has made 
possible the statement Pollard that the fifteenth century literature 
altogether better known than that any other period. 

Another point not overlooked the incuna- 
bula the collation, sheet sheet, each copy. the new edi- 
tions the early printed books are seldom stated such, the colla- 
tion sheet sheet will show the difference between the different 
issues book. And the other hand, such collation, together 
with the study the paper used the book, gives its history and 
the greatest assistance also the study the early stages the 
history printing. For example, there are the two Gutenberg bibles, 
the one printed with lines and that with lines the page. 
Among the other clues and data used the identification the early 
books, not the least important are the printer’s marks, also the wood- 
cuts and engravings used book illustrations. Valuable works 
are now procurable all these points. 

regard types used the different printers, would say that 
the earlier printers copied closely possible the mode hand- 
writing used the time their localities, provinces countries, 
other words, the issues the earlier presses are copies the manu- 
scripts their periods. William Blades his and typography 
William Caxton, two volumes, 1861, was the first call attention 
this very interesting fact, and only very recently the well known 
bookseller and bibliographer Leo Olschki Florence has issued 
interesting and important contribution this point, catalogue 
entitled illustrés des passage manuscrit 
livre imprimé, Florence, 1914. 

speaking manuscripts may not amiss say that the 
question where the early printers got their manuscripts many 
cases not yet solved. course, many the issues the early 
presses can directly traced codices still preserved some 


libraries and archives, but much has been irrevocably lost. From this 
point view alone, incunabula, irrespective their intrinsic value, 
will never lose their importance they have served keep alive for 
many literary treasures which otherwise would not have survived. 

There are two other things that are value the bibliographical 
description incunabula, and that should not omitted. There is, 
first, the provenience the copy, wherever given. great 
scholar and bibliographer, Prof. John Ferguson, Edinburgh, has 
said that the biography books,’’ and nothing 
proves this better than the provenience, which entry the 
inner cover book the fly leaf, stating that the book was 
owned this that person formed part such and such 
library. This sometimes proves the greatest interest, not 
only reference the one-time owner the book, but also that 
may give important clue the place date printing cases 
where these points are not otherwise ascertainable. The first biblio- 
grapher who adequately developed this use the provenience was 
Dr. Isak Collijn, librarian the University Upsala his Catalo- 
gue Incunabula that library, Upsala and Leipzig, 1907, (by the 
way, one the best and most complete works the subject that has 
yet been published. 

Another important part the description which should not 
omitted the binding, especially wherever contemporary with 
the printing the book. The study book binding indeed 
essential part the history printing, the printer and book 
binder were identical the time the infancy those 
stands reason that incunabula should not rebound except case 
great necessity. 

hope that have succeeded the foregoing remarks giving 
you the essential points and means reference for the study 
incunabula. they might only serve stimulate someone give 
attention this, one the little trod paths endeavor, (the real 
students the subject may almost numbered one’s fingers), 
perhaps take independent research along these lines, purpose 
would more than adequately fulfilled. 

But this Association devoted special branch library 
work, should make regrettable omission did not touch for 
moment this subject from the standpoint the 
grapher. Perhaps branch human knowledge and science has 
been more influenced the art printing than medicine. would 
impossible indeed write the history medicine without taking 
into consideration what the issues the early presses have preserved 


for us, and what otherwise would have been irrevocably lost. 
the other hand, the invention printing served stimulate litera- 
ture which, written the vernacular, gave birth what may 
call popular medicine. really astonishing how quick was the 
growth medical literature, doubt largely due the ravages 
the pest, which the last three decades the fifteenth century 
caused such havoc Europe, and also the franzos’’ 
bus gallicus,’’ now called syphilis, which apparently made its first 
appearance towards the extreme that century. The largest 
place the medical literature the period was, however, occupied 
the Greek, Latin and Arabian writers, whose works were not only 
printed, have already seen, but also edited with commentaries 
and annotations. ‘There soon followed the writings the School 
Salernum, largely encyclopedias, and those collective compilations, 
the Lexica, Pandectae, Practicae, etc. Hortus sanitatis, one 
the most important works the Middle Ages, forms class itself. 
The foundation was even laid for the different specialties our 
science, such pediatrics, gynecology, and ophthalmology. 
early medical literature not only important for the history medi- 
cine, but represents also very important contribution civilization 
(Kulturgeschichte). 

While the above mentioned catalogues include, course, all the 
medical writings, seemed advisable deal with the medical incuna- 
bula class themselves, somewhat simpler guide for the 
strictly medical historian and bibliographer. This important work 
was undertaken Ludwig Choulant who, his Handbuch der 
die altere Medizin, 2nd edition, Leipzig, 1841, and 
his Graphische fur Naturgeschichte und Medizin, 
Geschichte und Bibliographie der ersten naturhistorischen und medizi- 
nischen Drucke des und Jahrhunderts, Leipzig, 1858, has 
given two works which, for masterful thoroughness and admirable 
scholarship, will never superseded. Recently Prof. Karl Sudhoff 
Leipzig, the foremost our present medical historians, has afforded, 
his medizinische Inkunabeln; bibliographisch-literarische 
Untersuchungen,’’ Leipzig, 1908, most convincing proof the wide 
range his knowledge. 

The only American contribution the matter listing the 
medical incunabula, prior the reports sent the Prussian Com- 
mission, that published Stockton Hough Trenton, N.J., 
1890. inaccurate and incomplete, but very useful rough 
alphabetical check list. 


very difficult present, before the publication the Gesamt- 
Katalog der Wiegendrucke, determine the number medical incuna- 
bula. Prof. Sudhoff thinks there are several thousand existence. 
Mr. Felix Neumann the Surgeon General’s Library, who has made 
special study the incunabula, and who compiling list those 
the Surgeon General’s Library, published the last volume 
the series the Index Catalogue, not inclined place the 
number quite high. The effort has always been made the Sur- 
geon General’s Library collect the most important the medical 
incunabula, and with considerable degree success. have 
the collection present some 

The question which are the earliest printed books any 
branch knowledge perennial interest, course. The first 
medical publication printed, the fragment purgation calen- 
dar 1457, printed with the types Gutenberg’s 36-line Bible, was 
discovered The Nationale (Paris), Prof. Karl 
Sudhoff, connection with his researches horoscopic medicine 
(Lasstafelkunst.) ‘The next earliest known bloodletting calendar 
1462 the Fiirstenberg Library Donaueschingen (Baden). 
These are only sheets paper. first book booklet was the 
pest-tract the Salernitan surgeon, Roland Parma, surnamed 
Capellati, printed Gothic type, and, may trust the internal 
evidence the first page, issued about 1468. Sir Clifford Allbutt 
assigns the date 1469 Part one the treatise practice medicine 
Practica) Giammateo Ferrari, also called Gradibus’’ from his 
birthplace, Grado, the Milanese provinces. was professor 
medicine Pavia and body physician Duchess Maria Visconti 
Milan. ‘To this date belongs also the first (Venetian) imprint 
Pliny’s Natural History. The date 1470 has been assigned least 
three books, viz, The Pandects Matthaeus Silvaticus Mantua, 
the Pest-tract Valescus Taranta and the huge dictionary 
medical simples Giacomo Dondis, which was printed Strass- 
burg Adolf Rusch, the Among the earliest volumes 
issued are also the two following which are great interest 
relation their contents, well their early date:— 

Albucasis: medicinis simplicibus (Venice, Jenson); and 
Aristotle’s Problemata (Hain No. 1721, without place publication). 

Stockton Hough assigns these the date 1471, though stated, 
this not entirely reliable. They are, doubt, very early specimens. 
the Pliny, just mentioned, Sir William Osler charac- 
teristically says that more outspoken the criticism the 
medical profession than even Moliére Mr. Bernard Shaw. 
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asking your indulgence for what recognize must 
extremely dry and musty discourse, can best close, seems me, 
with quotation used Osler his classical essay ‘‘Books 
and Men;’’ 

man’s worst deed 
let the things that have been, run waste 
And the unmeaning present sink the past.’’ 
Again:— 
Books are not absolutely dead things, but contain 
potency life them active that soul was whose 
progeny they are; nay, they preserve vial the purest 
efficacy and extraction that living intellect that bred 


NEWS ITEM. 


Hartford Medical Society Library. the will Dr. 
Smith, very prominent surgeon Hartford, the Library the 
Hartford Medical Society receives $1,000, the income spent for 
books. 


Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Maryland. According the 
will Dr. Charles Ellis, Elkton, Md., who died 1911, the 
Faculty has, the death his widow, come into possession sixty 
shares bank stock valued about twenty thousand dollars. 
income from this will available part for books for the Library. 


MINUTES THE 18th ANNUAL MEETING. 


The 18th meeting the Medical Library Association was held May 10th, 

The afternoon session was held the Library the Surgeon 
Office, the Army Medical Museum, and the meeting was called order 
2.30 the President, Lieut.-Col. McCulloch, Jr. 

The minutes the previous meeting printed the Bulletin were 
approved. 

The reports the Secretary and Treasurer were read Dr. John Ruhrah, 
Baltimore, and likewise the report the Membership Committee and the 
Publication Committee. There was report from the Finance Committee. 
Miss Noyes, Baltimore, made report Manager the Exchange. 

The resignation Sir William Osler was accepted with regret and was 
unanimously elected honorary member the Association. 

The following papers were then read: 

Remarks Cataloging and Classification, 

Mr. Charles Martel, Chief Catalog Divison, Library Congress. 


Remarks the use Library Congress Cards, 

Mr. Charles Hastings, Chief Card Division, Library Congress. 

These two papers were discussed Miss Noyes, Mr. Ballard and Mr. 
Fisher. 

paper was read Mr. Meyer, Chief Bibliographer, 
Library Congress, the Directory Sources Information the District 
Columbia. The meeting then adjourned the Public Library. 

Owing the absence Mr. George Bowerman, Librarian the Public 
Library the District Columbia, Mr. Thompson, Assistant Librarian made 
few remarks and this was followed paper Book Binding Miss Elizabeth 
Gray, Superintendent Binding the Public Library the District 
Columbia. 

The evening session was held the University Club, and was called 
order 8.30 McCulloch, Jr. presided, and the following 
program was carried out: 

President’s Address: ‘‘On Incunabula,’’ 

Lieut.-Col. McCulloch, Jr., Washington, 

Dr. John Billings Bibliographer and Librarian, 

Dr. Henry Hurd, Baltimore. 

This paper was read the Secretary. 

Report Special Committee Library Statistics and Methods Obtain- 
ing Them, 


Mr. James Ballard, Boston, Mass. 

After some discussion this report was adopted, and ordered printed the 

Bulletin, and also that the rules incorporated this sent all libraries 
stating that the Medical Library Association had adopted these the standard. 


Dr. Garrison and Mr. Ballard, who had been appointed 
Auditing Committee, reported that the books the Treasurer were found 
correct, and the report was accepted. 

The following new members were elected: 

Columbia University, College Physicians and Surgeons, 437 59th 
Street, New York City. 

Craig Colony for Epileptics, Sonyea, 

Library Paso County Medical Society, 320 Roberts-Banner Building, 
Paso, Texas. 

Dr. Winfield, Halsey Street, Brooklyn, 

Dr. Albert Allemann, Library Surgeon General’s Office, Washington, 

Mr. Felix Neumann, Library Surgeon General’s Office, Washington, 
The following officers and committees were elected for 1915-16. 

President, Lieut.-Col. McCulloch, Jr., Washington, 

Vice-President, Dr. Taylor, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. John Ruhrah, Baltimore, Md. 

Executive Committee, Dr. Garrison, Washington, Mr. Charles 
Perry Fisher, Philadelphia, Dr. Farlow, Boston. 

Finance Committee, Dr. Wilson, Philadelphia, Mr. Ballard, 
Boston, Dr. Packard, Philadelphia, Mr. Greene, Phila- 
delphia, Dr. Jacobi, New York. 

Publication Committee, Dr. John and Miss Noyes, Baltimore. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


| 


BULLETIN 


THE 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


EDITED 


Address all communications the 
Bulletin the Medical Library Association, 1211 Cathedral Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 


JULY, 1915. 


THE OPERATION THE EXCHANGE. 


For several years the lists material offered our members 
were printed the Bulletin the Association, which issued 
quarterly. November, 1914, feeling that more frequent communi- 
cations were necessity, monthly lists were instituted. Since that 
time five lists have been mimeographed, averaging eight pages each, 
and practically every entry these lists has been asked for various 
members noted the Report for the Exchange. form 
bringing material the attention members was successful beyond 
all anticipation, not much demand had been made for the books 
listed the Bulletin. test, prove that the quality the 
material was better than formerly, entries which had remained 
unasked for the Bulletin lists January and April 1914, were 
included the mimeographed list for April 1915. the 156 titles 
repeated this way 107 were applied for, proving that the separate 
list received consideration than the ones contained our 
periodical. 

These mimeographed lists are sent only libraries, not 
individual members, and distribution withheld for two weeks after 
the list sent out that may fair possible. many mem- 
bers ask for the same book, discretion must exercised the appor- 
tionment material that each applicant receives fair share 
quality and quantity. The help every member solicited mak- 
ing the. Exchange the medium usefulness that Dr. George 
Gould saw his vision eighteen years the lists sent 
you promptly, mark what you desire clearly, and give freely from 
the good material your shelves 
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REPORTS READ THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


have library members which have joined the last 
year. have individual members which have joined the 
last year, and libraries have paid for 1915 and individuals. 
There library member arrears for 1914 and under suspenion. 
Four individual members have resigned. 

new library members. 

new individual members. 
library member suspended. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
JUNE 1914—DECEMBER 31, 1914. 


RECEIPTS: 
Balance Commonwealth Bank, June 1914.... ... ....... $526.22 


EXPENSES: 


Exchange expenses, work 16.00 


Balance, Commonwealth Bank, January $374.32 


Balance, Commonwealth Bank, January 1915............... $374.32 


Exchange expenses, work basement 18.40 


Total $041 .()7 
EXPENSEs: 
Balance, Commonwealth Bank, May 
= 


REPORT THE EXCHANGE. 


The Exchange has received and lists 


from the following libraries: 
Academy Medicine, Toronto Wants 
Clifton Springs Medical Library.............. 
College Physicians Philadelphia Wants 
Georgia Medical Society Library 
Johns Hopkins Hospital Library 
Kansas City Medical Library Club Duplicates 
Lane Medical Library Duplicates 
Medical College Virginia Library Duplicates 
New York Academy Medicine 
New York State Department Health 
Philadelphia Laryngological Society 
Philippine Bureau Science 
Schuylkill Co. Medical Library Association 
State University 
Surgeon General’s Office 
Dr. Talbot, Boston, Mass 
Univ. Pennsylvania, Dept. Research Med. Duplicates 
Washington University Medical Library Duplicates 
Wayne Co. Medical Society Library 


1,347 volumes and 2,023 miscellaneous pamphlets and journals 


were distributed among library recipients follows: 
Academy Medicine, Toronto. 
Boston Medical Library. 
Cincinnati General Hospital Library. 
Cleveland Medical Library Association. 
Clifton Springs Medical Library. 
College Physicians Philadelphia. 
Cornell University Medical College Library. 
Craig Colony for Epileptics. 
Denver Medical Society Library. 
Paso Co. Medical Society Library. 
Georgia Medical Society Library. 
Hanover Public Library. 
Hartford Medical Society Library. 
Hennepin Co. Medical Society Library. 
Jefferson Medical College Library. 
John Crerar 
Johns Hopkins Hospital Library. 
Kansas City Medical Library Club. 
Lackawanna Co. Medical Society Library. 
Lane Medical Library. 
Luzerne Co. Medical Society Library. 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Maryland. 
Medical College Virginia Library. 
Onondaga Medical Library Association. 


Philadelphia Laryngological Society. 

Philippine Bureau Science. 

Pittsburgh Academy Medicine. 

Rush Medical College Library. 

Schuylkill Co. Medical Library Association. 

State University Iowa. 

Surgeon General’s Office. 

Treadwell Library, Massachusetts General Hospital. 
University Georgia, Library Medical Department. 
University Illinois Library. 

University Michigan Library. 

University Pennsylvania, Department Research Medicine. 
Washington Medical Library Association. 

Washington University Medical School Library. 
Wayne Co. Medical Society Library. 

University Library. 


These were contributed the following: 
Clifton Springs Medical Library. 
Georgia Medical Society Library. 
Kansas City Medical Library Club. 
Lane Medical Library. 
Luzerne Co. Medical Society Library. 
Medical Library Association. 
New York Academy Medicine. 
Washington University Medical School Library. 


Donations received Headquarters during the year: 


Misc. Jour. 
American Medical Association 657 


Boston Medical Library 1,287 
College Physicians Philadelphia 

Library Congress 131 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Maryland 1,046 
New York Academy Medicine 

Putnam Sons, through the Bulletin 

Univ. Pennsylvania, Dept. Research 


REPORT EDITORS THE BULLETIN. 


COST PUBLICATION. 
JULY 1914—JULY 1915. 


July 1914, pages 

October 1914, pages 
January 1915, pages 
April 1915, pages 


3,142 

$255.50 


